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Wishing our Shelters for Israel Families
a Happy Passover!
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Donations/Advertising Opportunities
To place a message in honor of or in memory
of a loved one, to advertise your business,
or to include a congratulatory greeting,
please send your donation with ad message to:
PO Box 17324 Beverly Hills, CA 90209.
You may also donate online at: www.SheltersforIsrael.org.
Your ad may be emailed to: SheltersforIsrael@gmail.com.
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Dear Shelters Family,
On the 26th of January, we came together
for our second annual Games night; this time
it was a trivia night and the competition between
teams was pretty intense…but fun!!! We had
a wonderful turnout and we have included
a picture in this Reporter.
Shelters for Israel is so thrilled to announce
that thanks to your incredible generosity, we
have completed our commitment to the Shelters
for Israel Sulamot Music for Social Change
program in Mitzpe Ramon. We are so impressed
by this program and sincerely hope that we will
be able to continue to support these incredible
and deserving kids whose lives are changed for
the better thanks to their exposure to music.
It is with a heavy heart that I write this column
alone this time as my Co-President Dave Jackson
and his family mourn the loss of Dave’s beloved
brother Teddy, son of the late Chumi and Rose
Jackson. We are thinking about Dave, Dave’s wife
Karen, their sons Stephen and Greg and their
entire extended family.
Many of us share fond memories of Teddy’s zest
for life and good sense of humor. I still remember
being in Latin class with him at Beverly Hills High
School, where everyone including our usually
stern teacher was charmed by his larger than life
personality. May his memory be for a blessing.
We are planning a meeting/program sometime
in June and you will learn more about it in the
next Reporter.
Thanks again for your support,
Myra Gabbay
Dave Jackson
Co-Presidents

IN LOVING MEMORY
THEODORE (TEDDY) JACKSON
MARCH 19, 1955 - FEBRUARY 13, 2019

Teddy with his mother, Rose and cousin, Julia.

LIVING LIFE HIS WAY
HE WILL BE MISSED
DAVID, KAREN, STEPHEN AND GREGORY JACKSON

In memory of my dear aunt

Olga Szekely
Rosie and Ron Silverstein

Happy Birthday
Serin Bobby!!!!

We love you
and you are so special to us!!!
Love,
Karyn, Chaim, Eliyahu and Tzion

Condolences in loving memory of

Theodore “Teddy” Jackson
Son of Charles and Rose Jackson, z”l
are sent to his brother David and his family.
May he rest in peace
David Israeli, Marie Mazzone & Irene Rosenberg

Shelters for Israel remembers

Estelle Kiefer
and acknowledges with gratitude and appreciation
her significant legacy gift
which will make a huge difference
in the lives of the children we help in Israel.

In loving Memory
of our
Husband, Father, Grandfather,
and Great-Grandfather

BEN MARK
November 1920 - October 2018
We miss him dearly
His loving family
Perla Mark,
Sam and Rivki Mark,
Judy and Nussin Schlussel
Grandchildren and Great-Grandchildren

In memory of My Husband

Erwin Matyas
Father, Grandfather, Great-Grandfather,
Forever in our Hearts
Vera Matyas and Family

Paul and Susan Geller,
son and daughter-in-law of

Margaret Rand Geller
remember and rejoice in
Margit’s wonderful life

from February 4, 1912 to November 21, 2018

In memory of

Bennet Mermel
You are always with us.
Love,
Your children and grandchildren

WITH LOVING MEMORY OF MY PARENTS,

RUTH and ALAIN ROGIER
MEL and CLAIRE KOSASKY
NICOLE , MICHAEL
ITAY
SARAH
SOPHIA, ELIJAH, JORDAN, LILA

We mourn the passing of

Theodore “Teddy” Jackson
Beloved brother of Shelters for Israel
Co-President Dave Jackson
With our Most Heartfelt and Sincere Sympathy
to Karen, Stephen, Gregory
and all the family,
From your Shelters for Israel Family

Holocaust Curriculum:
Exploring Morocco’s
Relationship with the
Holocaust
Morocco has a unique story as a Muslim
state willing to acknowledge the
Holocaust.
By Einat Levi -Einat Levi is a researcher and a social
activist who specializes in modern Morocco and
a member of a task-team at the Mitvim Institute
which explores Israel’s relations with key Arab
countries. (Abridged)

Rabat – Although Holocaust studies have
not yet been officially included in the
Moroccan curriculum, it is possible that we
will see this happen one day in light of the
country’s special history.
Recently, rumors have been circulating
that Morocco has decided to introduce
Holocaust studies into its educational
curriculum.
The reason for the confusion apparently
arose from an innocent error in the
translation of Morocco’s statements at the
UNESCO summit which took place during
the meeting of the UN General Assembly
in New York in late September.
Saad Eddine Othmani, Moroccan head
of government and leader of the Justice
and Development Party, approached the
podium at the summit. He calmly read out
a message sent by the King, a message
of moderation, tolerance, and pride in the
special model of relations woven between
Jews and Muslims in Morocco.

“The history we teach our children must
include a pluralist range of opinions and
stories, it must present humanity’s greatest
moments, as well as its darkest ones,”
he said. At the conclusion of his speech,
he approached the director general of
UNESCO, Audrey Azoulay, and shook her
hand.
There is no doubt that she understood
Othmani’s meaning. Indeed, her surname
hints at her connection with Morocco, and
Audrey is the daughter of Andre Azoulay,
advisor of King Mohammed VI of Morocco,
and before that, advisor of King Hassan II.
Morocco, regardless of whether it
implements the Holocaust into the
curriculum, is unique among Muslim
countries. Most Muslim states oscillate
between avoiding taking a stance on the
matter and Holocaust denial, because
acknowledging the Holocaust is perceived
as harmful to Palestinian interests.
So how can it be that Morocco
acknowledges the Holocaust? The answer
to this, as in many other matters, is the
King, in this case King Mohammed V.
According to the Moroccan narrative,
which many Moroccans are familiar with,
when the Vichy regime ruled Morocco
at the beginning of the 1940s, King
Mohammed V was asked to hand over the
Jews of his country to the Nazis.
The Moroccans relate with pride that the
King refused to concede to this demand,
arguing fervently that there were only
Moroccans in his country.
Of course, in reality the story was more

complex: Restrictive decrees against
the Jews were imposed at the instruction
of the Vichy regime and freedom of
employment, movement, etc., were
limited. Up to today, the issue remains
a source of dispute, and despite the
important role King Mohammed V played,
he has not yet been awarded the title
Righteous Among the Nations.
However, King Mohammed V was and
remains a hero who saved the Jews. Here
lies the real meaning of the story and
whether accurate or exaggerated,
it allowed Morocco to develop a positive
national identity with regard to the events
that took place during World War II and
the horrors of that period.
While in Europe the Jews were annihilated,
the Muslims in Morocco helped save them.
But what has happened since King
Mohammed V’s gesture to the Jews of his
land, and how does Morocco relate to the
Holocaust today? Until 2009, Morocco
made almost no public statements
regarding the Holocaust. Morocco did not
officially acknowledge or deny it.
In 2009, UNESCO inaugurated the
Aladdin Project, designed to serve as a
platform for activities and educational
and cultural initiatives that would bring
closer Jews and Muslims in the Middle
East and beyond. Morocco apparently
liked the initiative and King Mohammed VI
acknowledged the Holocaust in an official
message to the initiators of the Aladdin
Project. This was a rare official declaration
by a leader of a Muslim country.
In April 2010, Andre Azoulay, the advisor
to the King, declared that the Moroccan

Ministry of Education needs to introduce
the Holocaust into educational programs
in schools.
This initiative elicited protest from proPalestinian groups: They called for him
to pack up his belongings and leave the
country. In response to the protest, an
opposing campaign, supporting Azoulay
and the message he sought to impart,
ensued.
Despite the opposition, various elements
in Moroccan civil society have adopted
Azoulay’s message with pride and
organized lectures and conferences in
higher education institutions, including
testimonies by Holocaust survivors who
came to Morocco to tell their stories.
In September 2011, the Mimouna
association organized one of the first such
conferences in the Arab world under the
title “Mohammed V: Righteous Among the
Nations.”
In addition, there are other initiatives in
Morocco that seek to change and adapt
the educational program, in order to
increase the representation of all shades
of Moroccan heritage, including Jews and
Amazigh (Berbers), which at present are
almost completely absent from the history
books.
Whether the Holocaust will be officially
included in the Moroccan curriculum
or not, Morocco has a special history.
Morocco’s recognition and sensitive
approach to the Holocaust is an additional
sign of the special relationship between
Jews and Muslims in Morocco and the way
this relationship is being included as part
of the broader Moroccan heritage.

Our 2nd Annual Games Night on January 26th 2019
was a lot of fun. This year was a trivia theme, with teams
at each table competing for first place, all hosted
by a trivia game professional.
We had a fantastic turnout of supporters and friends.
Thanks to the over 60 of you who joined us and hope
to see even more of you next year!

