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From the Presidents....
Dear Shelters Family,
2020 has been quite a year. Some of us have lost loved
ones, all of us have been impacted by the Coronavirus
in one way or another. As we experience the Festival of
Lights and bask in its warmth, we also believe that it is
portending the light at the end of the tunnel.
In the meantime, so many have paid a real financial
price throughout the world, and certainly in Israel. A
recent study concluded that nearly half a million
people in Israel have fallen into a lower income
category, most from the middle class, which has borne
the brunt of the effects of the shutdowns and other
pandemic related changes.
On November 15th of this year, hundreds of us came
together online via Zoom to learn about our new and
ongoing projects, to hear political updates from Dan
Raviv, some jokes from Emcee Dan Ben-Zvi, and other
speakers from all over the world.
We are so pleased to say that the Carpathian
Association with a membership in the thousands was
represented on our zoom by Zeev Milbauer in Israel.
We are very excited to have their support, especially
since many in our group are from that region or have
a heritage in that region. Please read the email from
Rosie Silverstein in this Reporter.
Board members Rosie Silverstein and Madeleine
Rosenberg, having made Aliyah, will now represent us
on the ground in Israel which will enhance our efforts
to stay on top of our projects and look for new ones,
especially this year when travel is so difficult.
The event on Zoom enabled us to include
supporters from all over the US, Canada, France, the
UK, the Ukraine, Israel and even Australia! So, there
has been a silver lining to this year, but nevertheless
we very much look forward to being together soon in
person with all of you.
Have a Happy Hanukkah and a healthy 2021!
Myra Gabbay
Dave Jackson
Co-Presidents
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Mazal Tov to

Jennifer Afari and Michael David
Married December 13, 2020
Wishing you all the best
for a happy, healthy and long life together!

With Love,
Aunt Hedy
Cousins Myra, Alain, Anne,
Peter, Cece and Tim, Ben, Ethan and Jonnie

LOOK FOR MORE INFO IN OUR DECEMBER 2020 REPORTER

Shelters for Israel
GAMES NIGHT 2021

A VIRTUAL EXPERIENCE COMING TO YOUR HOME
IN FEBRUARY 2021
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A LETTER FROM ROSIE SILVERSTEIN, DAUGHTER OF HANDA STARK z”l:
Dear Kati and Myra,
Thank you so much for getting me in touch with Zeev Milbauer and Ruti at the Carpathian
Association in Israel. Ruti interviewed me about my parents and grandparents and wrote an
article for the Carpathian newsletter. It was a lovely conversation.
Imagine my surprise when I received a call last week from Jacob Kleinman. He read the
article in the newsletter and wanted to tell me about his connection to grandpa (Ignatz
Josipovitz)
He remembered grandpa as a tzadik who would treat poor people, like Jacob's family, even
when they had no money. He remembered my grandparents home, where my grandfather had
his office and he remembered my grandfather making house calls.
In 1939 he recalled that he was 9 years old and fell from a ladder at night. He fell on a rock
and cut open his forehead badly. He was bleeding and wrapped his head in a towel and went
to grandpa, but grandpa wasn't home. Then he saw Polish soldiers running away. (They were
escaping the German takeover of Poland). He remembered that Grandpa and his family were
taken away to Poland (1941), returning one year later. This is a story we know well, as they
were sheltered by a Polish doctor for that year until they were finally able to smuggle
themselves home.
In 1944, all of the Jews of Szollos were sent to a ghetto and then deported to the camps.
Three trains were filled with the Jewish citizens and were driven to Auschwitz. Jacob and his
brother were on one train, but didn't see grandpa. They never saw their parents and family
again.
After liberation, Jacob and his brother went to Italy and came to Palestine in 1947 after an
arduous journey. They fought in the war of independence and created lives in the new state
of Israel.
In 1960, he visited the new Yad Vashem. He asked why there was no documentation about
the child survivors and was told that they didn’t know of any. He announced that HE was one
of those survivors, having been 14 at the time of his arrival. That was the beginning of the
study of those children who survived. He was one of the witnesses against Adolf Eichmann in
1961.
One day, many years later, he and his brother were in Jerusalem when they saw someone
who looked remarkably like my grandfather. They approached him, and sure enough, it was
him. After their reunion, Jacob took a bouquet of flowers to my grandfather to thank him for
taking care of his family in the old country. Grandpa responded that he should thank God,
because HE had allowed grandpa to survive deportation to Poland and the horrors of

Auschwitz.
You can google Jacob Kleinman. His story is fascinating.
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In memory of

∏anda ≠tark
Louis Kennedy

In memory of our parents

Ruth and Alain Rogier
Claire and Mel Kosasky and Family
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In memory of

Handa Stark z"l
We would like to express our deepest condolences
to the Silverstein and Stark family.
You will be greatly missed.
With love,
Serenka Bohorodzaner and Grunfeld Family

In memory of

Martha Weibel z"l
Your devotion and passion for Shelters for Israel was endless.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
With love,
Serenka Bohorodzaner and Grunfeld Famly
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In honor of my beloved sister

Danita Kunski
Alan Kunski
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In memory of

Handa Stark z”l
our beloved Aunt
We will miss her dearly
Paul Stark
Ann Hedges

עמיצו
In Memory For Our Beloved Daughter, Sister, Mother, Aunt, Wife
Sandra Brettler
In Memory For Our Beloved Husband, Father, & Grandfather
Marten Brettler
In Memory For Our Beloved Mother
Malka Esther
And For Our Beloved Parents, Grandparents, & Great-grandparents
Sandor & Teresa Katz
And For All Our Beloved Family and Friends
Who Perished In The Holocaust
May Their Memories Always Be For Blessings & Guidance For Us And Future Generations
With Everlasting Devotion And Honor
From Eva Brettler And Family
8

YOUR SUPPORT of SHELTERS FOR ISRAEL’S LATET AID FOR LIFE PROGRAM
FOR HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS IN NORTHERN ISRAEL IS CRITICAL!
268,000 FAMILIES IN ISRAEL PUSHED INTO POVERTY AMID CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC,
NEW REPORT SAYS
Annual report by Latet finds 22.6% of families in Israel suffer today from food insecurity
Jerusalem, (December 9, 2020) – A new report presented today to Israel President Reuven Rivlin,
detailed a worrying increase in the depth of poverty, financial hardship, and food insecurity among
Israeli households amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
The annual Alternative Poverty Report released by the Latet organization, a nonprofit that
provides various welfare and food aid services, shows that during 2020, the number of
households living in poverty has jumped from 20.1% of households before the pandemic to 29.3%
(now a total of 850,000 households), meaning some new 268,000 households now live in poverty.
According to the new report, today 656,000 Israeli households (22.6%) suffer from food
insecurity, compared to 513,000 (17.8%) before the pandemic. Among them, 286,000 (9.9%) live
in extreme food insecurity, up from 252,000 (8.8%) before the pandemic (according to the
National Insurance Institute of Israel). About 143,000 (+4.8%) households have been newly
categorized as food insecure since the beginning of the pandemic, and 34,000 have been newly
categorized as dealing with extreme food insecurity.
Amid the coronavirus pandemic, 422,000 new Israeli households found themselves in financial
hardship. The percentage of the households that suffer from financial hardship jumped from 24.1%,
before the pandemic, to 38.6% (an increase of 14.5%). Of the households that reported
encountering financial hardship during the pandemic, 77% are Jewish families. In comparison,
58% of the households that reported encountering financial hardship before the pandemic were
Jewish.
The study also reports that 86% of elderly aid recipients are experiencing loneliness. Of this
group, 21.6% fear they might die at home with no one knowing.
The report also found that during the pandemic, Israel’s middle class shrunk by 15.5%, with 29%
of the middle class’s financial scores decreasing. Amid the pandemic, 50.7% of Israel’s general
population reported significant economic damage, while only 19.6% reported significant health
damage. Only 23% of Israeli households report that their financial condition is standard or above
standard, compared to 45% pre-pandemic.
“The coronavirus pandemic erupted as a health epidemic and has developed into an
unprecedented socio-economic epidemic,” said Latet’s Executive Director Eran Weintrob.
“We are in the worst economic crisis in the country’s history, which will take Israeli society years
to recover from. We have to stop the bleeding as hundreds of thousands of Israelis descend from
a temporary crisis due to loss of employment into a life of poverty from which it is difficult to
impossible to recover.
(Abridged)
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A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL WHO MADE OUR
NOVEMBER 15 EVENT A SUCCESS:
Our wonderful Emcee Daniel Ben-Zvi; Claudine Sooferan, who sang both
anthems so beautifully; Renee Firestone for her inspiring
convocation; the always interesting Keynote Speaker Dan Raviv,
and also speakers Eva Brettler, Zeev Milbauer, Madeleine Rosenberg,
and all the young people… Joey, Binyamin, Michal, Sophia,
Raphael and Benjamin!
OUR AMAZING COMMITTEE
who worked so hard behind the scenes:
Daniel Ben-Zvi, Debbie David, Mark David, Debbie Ellerin,
Margalit Grunberger, Agi Harris, Pini Herman, Miriam Lax,
Kathy Mannheim, Marie Mazzone, Simon Menkes, Edith Reichman,
Anne Reisman, Madeleine Rosenberg, Marla Rubin,
David Shapendonk, Rosie Silverstein, Tammy Stockfish,
Yael Swerdlow, and Kati Weinberger.
SHELTERS FOR ISRAEL OFFICERS
Co-Presidents: Myra Gabbay and Dave Jackson
Vice-President: Rosie Silverstein
Secretary: Madeleine Rosenberg
Treasurer: Karen David
Board of Directors: Debbie David, Klara Firestone, David Israeli,
Eddie Markley, Marie Mazzone, Anne Reisman, Robert Rosenberg,
Yael Swerdlow
Corresponding Secretary: Jackie Adelman
Membership: Katalin Weinberger
We so appreciate our families, who have helped in so many ways over the
years: Alain Gabbay, Peter Gabbay, Cece Gabbay and Tim Bateman,
Ben Gabbay, Ethan Gabbay, Anne Reisman and Jonathan Levin
Karen Jackson, Stephen and Pam Jackson, Greg and Annie Jackson
AND THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR SHELTERS FAMILY!
-Myra Reisman Gabbay and Dave Jackson, Co-Presidents
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Michael Mermelstein
WHO PASSED AWAY TOO SOON.

YOU WILL BE MISSED EVERY DAY
FOR THE REST OF OUR LIVES.

YOUR LOVING FAMILY,
SANDY, JOSH AND NOAH
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VOLUNTEER TO HELP SHELTERS FOR ISRAEL
We are so gratified at the interest so many of you have shown
in volunteering for Shelters for Israel.
There are so many ways to help from programming, to working on
the Reporter, participating in one of our event committees such as
for the upcoming Games night, helping with our website and
Instagram account….and so much more!
Please contact us at
SheltersforIsrael@gmail.com
to discuss the many ways you can help!!!

And don’t forget to follow us on Instagram @SheltersforIsrael
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