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From the Presidents....
March 8, 2022
Dear Shelters Family,
The events of the last weeks in Ukraine have been difficult to
follow, understand, and absorb. With heavy hearts, as of
today we can perhaps all agree that nobody really knows
how far this will go.
For some of us, whose parents are from a region that is now
a part of Ukraine, it feels surreal and at the same time not
surprising. One thing that we do know for sure is that we
now have our own country, Israel, and Israel has stepped up.
We have members and friends of members either in Ukraine
or closely connected to Ukraine who are informing us about
the efforts, not always discussed for obvious reasons, that
are being taken to take care of the Jewish population still
in Ukraine and those who have already left for neighboring
countries, and are on their way to Israel.
Shelters for Israel was founded in 1948 specifically to help
Jewish refugees as they arrived in Israel with shelter, food,
and other help. This year, we celebrate 74 years since our
founding and find ourselves once again gearing up to do the
very same thing. We have been told by the organizations we
work with as well as Shelters for Israel supporters in Israel
that there will definitely be a need to help the families,
especially with children, who will be arriving.
Rest assured that we continue to honor our mission
statement from so many years ago to help the most
vulnerable populations in Israel. We are so grateful and at the
same time are once again reminded of the importance of our
own Jewish homeland.
We are planning a fun virtual food tour event from a market
in Israel for Sunday, April 3. See the enclosed flyer for more
information. This event will be food/cooking-centric and in
the spirit of keeping our annual Games Night tradition going,
will also include a quiz at the end! Also in the spirit of
‘Shelters’ we will use this as an opportunity to raise money to
help Jewish refugees coming to Israel from Ukraine.
This year Purim and Passover will certainly feel as relevant
and important as ever as we welcome those in need to our
tables, acknowledge the Jewish heroes of our past, and
appreciate our loved ones and all that we have.
Hag Sameach,
Myra Gabbay and Dave Jackson
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Welcome and Mazal Tov
to the newest future members of Shelters for Israel
and to their families!

Hedy Georgia Berkett
Serena Rachel David
Fred (Freddy) David Grodko
Charlie Koufax Jackson
Imrie Liv Markley
May they know only good health and happiness!
Myra and Alain Gabbay
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It's a Girl!
Garrett, Alena, and Mason Markley
are excited to share the birth of

Imrie Liv Markley
Born January 5, 2022
in Southampton, New York.
Imrie Liv is named in honor
of her great-grandparents
Irene and Leslie Markley.
ואגדלה שמך והיה ברכה
And I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
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Announcing the birth of our 2 newest
Shelters for Israel members!

FRED (FREDDY) DAVID GRODKO
born 2-2-22
to Rebecca and Eli Grodko

&

Serena Rachel David
born 2-14-22
to Jennifer and Michael David

Mazel Tov to the new parents and to
Debbie Ellerin and Mark David
on the birth of their grandchildren!!

With love, delight, and full hearts,
Aunt Karen and Aunt Debbie & Uncle Dan
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In loving memory of our Father and Grandfather

“LACI” MARKLEY
on his 20th Yahrzeit.

He is missed everyday of our lives!
With all of our love & many Kisses!

Eddie, Eileen, Graham & Lindsey
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S
Shelters for Israel
acknowledges with appreciation
this very generous donation

S

Ted and Hedy Orden

In memory of our beloved parents

Martha and Barry Berkett

Judy and Robert T. Flesh
Helen and Moshe Sassover

7

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF
OUR DEAREST MOTHER AND GRANDMOTHER

Olga Satmary
NEVER TO BE FORGOTTEN
AND
FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS.
BEATRICE SATMARY
AND HER GRANDCHILDREN
SERENA, ANDREA, AND ELLIOT
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Mazel Tov
to the entire Jackson Family
on the birth of

Charlie Koufax
Love,
Sybil and Michael
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In memory of

¤ose ∞dler ¤oss
Hungarian Member and Supporter of
Shelters for Israel
who gifted us with her love of Israel
& her giving nature
Judy Adler Sheer
Rabbi Charles Sheer
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In memory of
my dear husband
DR. EMANUEL ABRAMS

A devoted lover of Israel
Nancy Abrams
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In loving memory of our

Aunt Olga Satmary
from
Susan Hirschhaut and Shirley Jasper

In loving memory of

HERMAN (CHAIM) SCHOEN

Lucille Schoen
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Mazel Tov
Karen & David Jackson
on the birth of

CHARLIE KOUFAX
Roberta & Alan Fox

In memory of our parents

Ruth and Alain B. Rogier
Claire and Mel Kosasky
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POWERFUL WORDS FROM NATAN SHARANSKY
No one is poised to reflect more poignantly on what Jewish statehood has meant for the Jewish
people, particularly with what is unfolding in Europe, than Natan Sharansky. A few days ago,
Sharansky spoke at a Sheva Berakhot (a celebration during the first week after a wedding) for a couple—
the groom’s parents had been killed in a terrorist attack when he was 7 years old.
Here’s what Sharansky had to say:
When I was growing up in Ukraine, in Donetsk, there were many nations and nationalities. There
were those with identity papers that read “Russian,” “Ukrainian,” “Georgian,” or “Kozak.” This
was not so important since there was not much difference between them. The single designation
that stood out was “Jew.” If that was written as your identity, it was as if you had a disease.
We knew nothing about Judaism. There was nothing significant about our Jewish identity other
than the anti-Semitism, hatred, and discriminatory treatment we experienced because of it. When
it came to a university application, for example, no one tried to change his designation from
“Russian” to “Ukrainian” because it did not matter. However, if you could change your
designation of “Jew,” it substantially improved your chances of university admission.
This week, I was reminded of those days when I saw thousands of people standing at the borders of
Ukraine trying to escape. They are standing there day and night and there is only one word that can
help them get out: “Jew.” If you are a Jew, there are Jews outside who care about and are waiting
for you. There is someone on the other side of the border who is searching for you. Your chances of
leaving are excellent.
The world has changed. When I was a child, “Jew” was an unfortunate designation. No one envied
us. But today on the Ukrainian border, identifying as a Jew is a most fortunate circumstance. It
describes those who have a place to go, where their family, an entire nation, is waiting for them on
the other side.
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Peace and health
to our brothers and sisters
in Israel
and the world over.
Amen
Miriam Zlotolow and Family
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