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From the Presidents....

December, 2022

Dear Shelters Family,

You should receive this Reporter during Hanukkah and so we 
would like to wish you and your families a very Happy 
Hanukkah filled with light, lots of delicious latkes and 
sufganiyot and maybe even a miracle or two during this 
season of miracles. 

Just a few weeks ago, on November 23rd, I (Myra) arrived in 
Israel with several family members after almost three years of 
not being able to travel, thanks to Covid. It was a whirlwind 
trip and I invite you to take a look at the pictures in this 
Reporter to see more about some of the projects we visited.

On October 30th 2022 we were finally able to get together 
in person for a low-key and smallish annual Shelters for Israel 
event, held in a garden. It was SO great to be together and 
not on zoom, and undoubtedly the highlight was Dr. Michael 
Berenbaum’s talk about the challenge of anti-semitism in our 
time within the context of his expertise on the Holocaust. 

We have included some pictures of the event within this 
Reporter and note that we have furnished a link on that page 
for you to watch the event. Although the program is lengthy, 
we are sure that you will enjoy watching it and 
Dr. Berenbaum’s talk is a must watch; we could have listened  
to him for hours more. The message is not optimistic, but as 
a group founded and bolstered first by refugees from 
Hungary and then by many survivors, we at Shelters for Israel 
know that our eyes must remain wide open.

Sometime in January, you should be getting information 
about our next annual Games Night. We certainly hope that 
it will be in person and that we will once again have a chance 
to gather. 

As 2022 comes to a close, we want you to know how 
grateful we are for your support and generosity.  There are 
still so many in need in Israel and much work still to be done. 

Thank you again and Chag Sameach,

Myra Gabbay and Dave Jackson
Co-Presidents
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SHELTERS FOR ISRAEL 74TH ANNUAL EVENT - OCTOBER 30, 2022

Please go to this link to watch the event program 

https://youtu.be/16W-vGVEmXI
On a beautiful day in a private garden in Beverly Hills, we gathered carefully to celebrate 

74 years of Shelters for Israel!
The program featured Dr. Michael Berenbaum, who spoke about the current challenge of anti-semitism. 

It was hosted by our always entertaining and informative MC, Daniel Ben-Zvi and included updates 
about our projects. We also had an extensive Q + A session afterwards.



   

THE SHELTERS FOR ISRAEL WELL-BEING CENTER
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The Shelters for Israel Well-Being Center, approximately 3000 square feet, will be housed within the Beit Shulamit Cancer 
Center, a beautiful free standing building within the Emek Medical Center complex in Afula (Northern Israel).

Designed by world famous architect Ron Arad, the center is meant to incorporate the outdoors and project a calming and 
reassuring sensation with gardens and views surrounding the building. As you walk into the lobby (a 2 story lobby with huge 
panoramic windows) ... to the right is the entrance to the Shelters for Israel Well-Being Center, just off the main lobby. 

In the pictures, you see the building itself, the lobby, the entrance to the Well Being Center and a room within it. 

Completion is planned towards the end of 2023, and in a few months we will send more pictures as the construction progresses. 
We were so proud to see this vital and much needed facility, accompanied by Board members Madeleine and Robert Rosenberg.



SHANTI HOUSE IN JERUSALEM
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We met with Mariuma Ben Yosef of Beit HaShanti (Shanti House) in Jerusalem. Shelters for Israel has supported 
this important organization for many years now, helping their homes in the Negev (Desert Shanti) and in Tel Aviv 
continue to receive and support at-risk young people as they choose life over despair and hopelessness. Shelters 
for Israel has funded the Kitchen/Dining area/Gathering place for the young people. The mayor of Jerusalem had 
requested that Shanti have a presence in Jerusalem, and this house was purchased, with the help of the Jerusalem 
Foundation, in the beautiful suburb of Ein Kerem. As with the desert and Tel Aviv locations, it is about  giving the 
young people a sense that they are deserving of beautiful surroundings. This home, as you can see, has a garden, 
a lovely view, and the details inside are gorgeous.

The need for this type of resource is continuously increasing in Jerusalem, and this Shanti House location will be a 
convenient resource/refuge for young people in trouble ...where they will meet with professionals, feel appreciated, 
receive the benefits of Shanti's approach, and either stay on or move to the other, larger Shanti locations for a more 
long term stay. We can't wait to visit again to see the finished project!
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EULOGY FOR ANNA DEUTSCH

My very dear Aunt Anna was 95 years old when she passed away October 14, 2022. She 
was a sweet, darling woman who was my surrogate mother all my life. To her dying days, 
she was very responsive to Hungarian music, even when here memory had faded 
irretrievably. She was especially partial to songs from Csárdáskirályno, which she adored. 
Her best times were my visits to see her when we sat together, while she devoured the 
Godiva chocolates I always brought to her, and we sang the songs from her favorite 
Hungarian operetta and other Hungarian and Yiddish and Hebrew songs together.

When I was born 75 years ago, or so I was told, my mother had no milk and was unable 
to feed me. My father asked his sister, my aunt Anna, who had just given birth to her own 
daughter 3 months earlier, to nurse me (there were no baby formula substitutes in those 
days). Our relationship was cemented from then on. Except for a period of 4 years after we 
escaped from Hungary to Vienna together in 1956, (where we parted because my family 
had to go to NY, and hers came to California), we were always in the same town, and we 
were always extremely close. She was my protector, my defender, my advocate. In the book 
“My Mother Myself”, the author describes how important and healthy it is for girls to have a 
close relationship with another female member of a family, usually an aunt. Well, Anna was 
that very special person in my life.

Anna was a very skillful, smart, driven, and successful businesswoman in her heyday. She 
initially worked as a saleswoman in a tie store on Hollywood Blvd. (at a time when 
Hollywood Blvd was still walkable and fun), and then she partnered with my uncle Tibor 
Kertesz (my mother’s brother) in a men’s store on Hollywood Blvd. After a number of years 
running the store “Miracle Sportswear of Hollywood”, Tibor and Anna decided they’ve had 
enough and closed the store. Anna then went on to earn her real estate license and was 
extremely successful in selling and buying real estate—primarily multi-family buildings. She 
had a very keen eye over what was a “good deal”, and instead of looking at the ocean or 
beautiful scenery, she always turned her face toward houses and apartment buildings to see 
if any of them were available for purchase.
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Anna was always on the go. There was no downtime for her. When I traveled with her to 
Europe in 1972, she wore me out each morning when she was up at 6 a.m. all dressed and 
ready to go. But her most important project, of course, was Shelters for Israel. She was 
very involved with Shelters for Israel and together with her then husband Michael Schwartz, 
they visited the various buildings and investments Shelters had built, or was developing in 
Israel. Shelters for Israel was Anna’s “investment” for the future of Jews. Although she never 
planned to emigrate to Israel, as she loved America, she felt that all Jews, especially those 
who had suffered during the Holocaust and lost loved ones to the camps, as she had, owed 
it to the survivors and their families to make sure that it never happened again. The only 
way she was sure that her wish would come true is if she put her heart and soul into having 
Shelters for Israel become the investor of much needed projects in Israel.

Eventually, Anna became President of Shelters, and her inauguration was one of the most 
successful events of Shelters. I remember how nervous she was in preparing her 
acceptance speech, because she never went to school in the U.S. to learn proper English 
expression. But the speech came from her heart and soul, and was very beautifully 
delivered. She always felt so honored to be asked to be President.

Anna’s daughter Agi predeceased Anna, but she left, as a legacy, Agi’s own son, Rabbi 
Dovid Winkler, who lives in New Jersey, with his wife, Suri, and eight of their children, many 
of whom have now married and have given birth to several great-great grandchildren of 
Anna.

Anna is also survived by her son Robert Deutsch of Bullhead City, Arizona, together with his 
two sons and grandchildren.

Anna was cared for by two of the most fabulous caregivers, Erlinda and Eirris who lavished 
tremendous 24/7 attention and care on her for the last 8+ years of her life, so that Anna’s 
every wants and needs were met almost instantaneously.

Finally, a tremendous thank you is owed to my brother Robert Leichter, Anna’s nephew, 
who, in my absence during that week before Anna passed away, was there sitting with Anna 
during her last few days on this earth. Robert often dropped everything he had going on in 
his home in Silver Springs, Maryland, to come and help me out to be with Anna when I was 
going out of town for a lengthy period of time. We both wanted to make sure that one of us, 
either my brother, or I were always available when Anna needed us. It was my brother, 
Robert Leichter, who helped me repeatedly navigate the Kaiser bureaucracy to make sure 
that Anna received the best possible health care during the last several years of her life.

We miss Anna already--her smile, her beautiful disposition, and the love she had always 
lavished on us. No one can every replace our lovely aunt Anna. May her memory be a 
blessing for all of us.

Alexandra Leichter



  
SLIVOVITZ, A SPIRIT WITH A CHERISHED JEWISH HISTORY, GETS UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE PROTECTION

        by David Klein
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